36             THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

us at the place with a number of elephants,
and we used to start very early in the morn-
ing, and generally returned with a good
bag. Bigger game was scarcely known
in the valley. Occasionally a stray tiger
would wander down and kill a bullock or
two, the news of which was immediately
conveyed to the Maharajah and a shooting-
party organized.

A number of men kept for the purpose
would start out to the spot where the
tiger was supposed to be with nets and
enormous spears. They surrounded the ^bit
of jungle first with nets and afterwards
with a strong bamboo fence, which, when
erected, enabled them to remove the nets.
The whole of the royal family then arrived
and ourselves, and ascended into little plat-
forms built up very high off the ground
to be safely* out of reach of the tiger
should he escape ; and then, with much
blowing of trumpets and shouting, the fun
began. The jungle inside the fence was then